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J ht not to make;ghee expect a. Sy- 
fem a of Focal Pranoer fibted fo &- 
very oecafion, or of thoſe confiderations 
which ue to.be the ſubjet#s and ground- 
work of the Mental, 1t flies a higher pitch. 
"Prayer, #n «ts.whole latitude, is its bee 3 
' and tis, as it were , the Science of ity 
fetching, fir##, its Nature, Neceſflity and 
Profit, fromthe very Eſſence of the per- 
' ſons that prays then, from that perfectly 
tnown,aeriving its ſeveral ways or Kinds, 
and the common Rules peculiar to each, 
\ Mach of it tranſcends ordinary capacities, 
- being an Imitation of that Wiſdome which 
S$. Pauls to ſpeak among# the Pertett s 
«Jet its agrecableneſs to mans Nature is fo 
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"THe Title which names this Book | —_—_ 


ound ent vzh tode VET; get the- 
ſhallower. may foard it in many plates and, 


not feel indeed, as. the, other , but yet bY a 
lirile bending of their eyes admiringly, 
ſee ewvegty its very bottom... The fruit to 
be hop't front it by all that pray.) thoſe | e- 
ſpecially that guide pthers, is the ſame that 
we experience in other parts of Humane 


Life from vhgſe Supreme , nciples fo 
which they Gear & din 37 Þhich, 


every mean Speculator knows , give both 
thoſe Giſcomrfs and Attions all their Ftea- 
dineſs and [olidity. Atheiſm, whoſe Dro 
lery againſt Chriſtianity is chiefly built. vn 
the Metaphorical. expreſsiows >found. it 
Scripture , andthe ' language of \ valear 
_ Chriſtians , which that Sec miſconceit mo 
be meantliterally', will be'at #'oſst0' find 
21 this one inſtance , that viry "method of 
: oppoſing it ſhown * perfeiFly "4rrational- 
diſcovering here how connetted with. cuj- 
_ denteſt principles | and how wnithroveable 
Prayer, underſtood according to. the literal 
truth, is 3 and how excellently Noble in it 
ſelf, as fixing our undirſtunding and 
' will upon an Object infinitely vlorious, and 
dignifying thoſe Powers acrordiuigly'y and 
. get withall how highly wiſe it is that becauſe 
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fb lofty cpions Nags Y mount the 
| Dor. E i Woulear , "they ſhould be”: 
pea ariz.d em. by. "he aj i ifenize of © 
ſuch notions X (7 Ire FHons '4s the 19 are apt ©: 
. to comprehend 's whi 's 1 this Treatiſe 
moſt learnedly explicated s And, were e- 
very ſwele 2 jece 0 if Chriſtianity ſo rati- 
onally clea Tr rom EM nature of "the Firſt 
Being, and. thoſe of his reſpettive Cria- 
tures , all objetfions 5 goin, Chriſtian Do- 
trine would* anzled-in their birth. 
Enthuſiaſm, the ME, Extreme of our di- 


| femper'd Hgs , which ſprings from not. 


diftinguiſhing' the exorbitant motions of 
Favcy, fram:! the' ſolid anitomprehenſwoe 
fights of Reaſon elevated-to the  oblef 0h; 
Jjeds, finds here its Fg oper Cure, This 


T ouchſtone differences 6 —_ + the 
Droſs, and. =. into their —_ 
ciples , the agr of emogioates ,” - i Pre 

dufions of our mind, ( how ' ſpiritual, 
ſublime, and heavenly ſoever they ſeem ) 
which have-not- the Natwre-of-things, for 
their Bafis, and riehily-drawn ones. 
ces for the het their building z ſince 
none elſe partake His nature , who i E- 
ſential Truth, More atilities of this little 
prece T might reckonups but 'tis needleſs 
when Le can name one which EY all c 
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6. x. Onfdeing wich m Gat what 
CG a kind.of Life thar Y; a Chri- 
ſtian is, this preſencly occurrss That 
A though 


and, By Gon nfeqtente,? the 

is more univerſal than that of - obo ; 

and this is co —_ under thaty: 

as. Chriſtian Lite i ET certain Humane 
(0) ns 


the Ads proper to FREE ns are hy» 
mane, and gove * nk e reſt of -hu- 
mw Ads, Þy' anc Sr z I 
are not. fs n Li 
edoptedind h Es ther 
Nanechnr paw n iftectes, or 
manner of Hu Lies, 
| $.2. This bt 3 me to contem- 
plateHumane < mot : For, it that be 
unknown, theN { a Chriſtian can 
never be cledt g* tht ho other than 
a ceftain\ duality: -of\Humane Nairice. 
or can it Sf An-CyE ſurveyin 
mane Nature, that This conſiſts in the | 
principle of Reaſoning : For, whatever 
we Men do, as excellin othe mals, 
fromti whoſe crowd W Are eycrtt; all 
 proceells from Reaſby: Thoughts Diſ- 
| coutlorj Wridngs;” rodudtibns of Kt wb ty 
= Diſct- 
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*tis Reaſon, ar-xPrintiple 
thin our of anorhet, ther 

ther due; or defirtble : 75 wee eoA 
"ir a hot = Good, « or defirable-by 
At q! omS eh {wer when it" ar> 
rives Maint ig follows, 
immovable an ON] ble, andfix'd'in 
that Term for which''twas, produc'd. 
| tre, ſince Chriftidn Life promit- 
fs "nothing elſe, but to bring Man och 
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ite bx i. a olteriry IN 

ed. an es Rip, 'To him JL 

Je Fn tt Be lape, Q his Poſteri- JC 
& God vouchifald Angeclical InflruQi- 
ons and withall omit d Cir, wha þ 
ſhould provide le ft the Univerſality of þ 


' Mankind ; when the fullneſs of time” 
ſhould come. Meanwhile, for thcir ! 
rcexreſtrial and carnal Souls, God inſti- | 
tyred certain corporeal reſemblances 

by which” not onely rhe furure _ Lo 
might. | 


Rewgrds *reſerv'd for! 
length imane : Souls be in 
the true Laws diſcyteri | 

| ſteries ofthe maſk Holy Tri 
catnation -: but chiefly'! Gang 
Erexnity of the. Fe Gf = ike 
Contemplatior! of = fieither 


C0 bd, OY 9 GT; 


tw Lo et 


(did Hr ta eaway the forty of ELaw-gi- 
ng, ence” His. Doctrine þ 
I; 'the Chriftian' Law's "and the 


| drop led according t to his Rule Was call'd 

Chriſtian. 

F. 2. From” this bs 5f proceeding by 
Command, more Terms were inttodl ac'd 
into the Diſcipline of living rightly,than 
INature had or would have made. ' Firſt, 
od himſelf, the End of Nature, being 
propoſ'd as a Lord and Law- 7 the 
ove of our deſired Good pats'd into the 
Loycof a Perfon 3 and was faid, we 
[Y lovd 
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the Notion 


as.4t were, ſpontancoully , and, beſide, 
| ily the 3 


— oP 
_ mM TT: _ 
aD 


vp 
hn erp ofds bottrackveadle 
4h ourdiaurs's For, 'twas 
Somitftoinfor x/Hawour Mind, byiits 
En $9726 cove ro feb: that» thoſe 
O then Belbyy whith, Vets | HE: 1r 
bekva oreioing; itwwidikkinwdtberapa- 
{Þ!c'of Beardtde, i!Necetlaby;cherefore, 
Wis Int fdve/aibondtive Reaſon of 
hacks bait whereupon, wither 
nuch/ddfeburſes tiet might! falDrbrpra- 
O Faiſertole Operations ewtwlt uſefulneſs 
ix-tontprehetided nor: ſuch as! this, 
'F that It muſt be done, beciale me com- 
niinds Who has Power. 24:1 1! .7 ? 
$: 47 Apgin; becauſe Hei is the fame; 
who made! all things; "and in-virtne iof 
the ſame Creation perpetually animazes 
bl. them to aRion : "tis plain, char nothing 
in 
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- aflifs Evil foo hehe 
- to-puniſh, and{Herhat gicharis di 
-theWell-doer-is ſaid to _— Fic 
R plain that God diſpen Ks, þgth Re al 
aj --cond-Cauſes are faugd fr ves 
= themz God. onely;roncuraft 
his atdinatian; of Dare, andionp its 
w 1t-ta/a6.-. 4 Ore +7 55. FT 
J 5. In like manpes, fince.He, whiſthe 
-out af an eyÞ:roh-reward;propoſd byFoc 
InceUigent perſan, i in. recompence "= at 
action requir'd of him; per rms it ter! 


{aid todeſerye.the reward 2 *is clit 
£ TT 


MeAcQion Þywhich, out of the 
fte 7 0 Second-Cauſes ,- Man 
j\bur'his own Beatitude, becapſe 
She MY? AQtions - are' commanded ,, 
id Bekcthile is prommiÞd as a Reward: 
the« EOS, Io them 
- ate reuly at) | 
its. viſe, the Infeliciry perly 
Gap ds itious Aiofis of this life, 
mul Aeretold by Godito be inflicted 
SintjorSyatiakes thoſe Vitious Actions 
Her nerftbfi6nsy or metfting HO 
ly nee ©: "With: this Gitforencs, perhaps 
Phat Infelicfey, being ir ſelf alſo a kin of 
th ev ia3" His 4 puriſhriient;, has nor 
od for irs dire and proper Cauſey 
if > otely asitwere materia yas He is 
'Fhe Caofe of that Thing 'or Good to 
hich this ptivarion and Hineſs adheres; 
i Sor, all de tiſes from the limiredne fs 
fof the Creature, and that which is ſeen 
ſſh the effe&/ſprings from the defe@ of 
atits-Cauſe : and fo all deſe&t of Creae 
ures is to be refunded into the defect of 
h [God is whol ip them. Whence, ſince 
$/Wwholly Being and Goodneſs, no 
ect can directly and. yy be re» 
b Peerred to Him. 
l; 
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Hate, be: xHmi AN 
tos: -Impr 1069: 1 the Lower Bar : 
himſelf; and robe: concfivid,by ws, 
Relations from hiin © the.Objot-; b 
neither of theſe is/true;of Gods 25.thi 
He ſhould either be chang/d},or have any 
Relation cowards -uS1t -hygwhateyap: k 
there-is of Novelty is allen our fidg 
and, through the weakneſs of0un appret 2 
henſion,anribused; t9-Gog. —_ ye ti 
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: Upon t the "End © 


Hirſt we i ny mar; 


OW 


a fv Ke oor 8, E;. jr 
etitly” inftructed'us, whe 
Ke Mater, © Lord. we" has not er 
I 1 g0e eſt. ind” bow Cairo know tht why Þ 
Y For. though we have faid, that the-BEt- 


Wy riryde of the Future Life is the End, to 


which 


PF 


intent \;.For, here we uire: 
prev in this 2 has the » Feeoquin 
Mark or Butt, . which, he that hits, has 
done what to have done is 7 ona or. - 


ternal rirude; +1 x. $5 3. 
cult emer not onely 


Some, w 
Union of or Soul, py ks Efſencc | 
with the Divine Nature. 


in.the ery, Ee! IF you a 
raged pa =, fo unexpected 2 Triith; 
720 Experiment ity yol 


bac the xperienced's bur chi 
unexperienced can {ce or tinderſiand no: 


thing of this re. lay oD the 
allow Stolattical Theol fio jadg 
ment concerning this Diſcipline. 71, | 
their good leave, ſee thee thinzs I'm 
do abuur this Opinion : Firſt, to ſpea 
of the Opinionir ſelf : next, to cxami 
_ the force of Experience : and, laſtly 

to prove it ſubject to Scholaſtical The 4 


logy. 
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K Þ Dnlogrmade, uber netnaiie-fi | 
| out \the'ryt6 240d, bicauſe; va 


Reoanabeley. - whey rs + <q 


t Colin 


hi ſonos>@ftecelſity, therefore, 0nd Perſon 


/ mult tiavegrown aut:of wwo:;s and that - 
el cithet ai Divine, /or: Humane," oe :third 
14 Petfon it; But there's nothing of all; theſe 
winch is: not.agairif,Fairhs as tis: alſo, 
rhar /two':Nattirds: dhiould:ſ#b/jf in the 
me Perſon, whichonely remains./ I 
have not dedued -rheſc things, with a 
deſign to perſuade the Reader 'tis thoſe 
of Authors meaning really to. ſay any of 
{ themy-for, 1 know well cnough, they 
4 will dereſt. them all -: but, ro render it 

'B ©" ar; 


tear MC _ 
t towhat 
clay; EEEEDS | 


Divinos: flight the Inderftanding. 
boaltthey anſceddiche Willy and. 


Opera vp one avs or: kind 


of out” Ations'$iand .either! is betret 
thaw the Beatifical Vifion,. of in the' Fe t 
rure life it ſelf Omething like ieits x0 b 
expected, which fſtiould: RR bl 
an eſfteem'd by us more than: the. Vi 
ſion it ſelf Neither 'of which can be 'F 
 reconciF'd with this Do@rine. of out] þ 
_ Holy Faith, that our Beatitude-is plac'dſ 
in TA Yifon of the Divine Eflence. | i; 
p. 4+ Next, I _ yon d _ | f 
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be dg loft a rg Polgts as; chefs cnn 

known by ext vn war's they are. folly 
deceiv'd. nely becauk *cis evi- 
vj dent the things wy fay are falſez bur 
8 alſo, Tn UNE le ris a fond conceit that they 
, ſhould be. ſybjk& th Expetimenr. For, 
AI firſt, fs it fit to beeye that wg! is ſub- ; 
1 ie50Y 8 8 


«x ever 15 know 


Y themſelves pro ls none which may nor 
J progerd an Freatnd |: 1&7 For, 
W afert - oo betw /6en - tales 
_ Divitie - Eflence; , ' whit. alls "is 
A there which thy.zt | be wreaght inte 
| Selby Angels'f VVherefore, fromunb 
, ,CarL the , convince. :zhls Unions 
469» which follbws, tis only knowablt 
ſacion 3;, add {6 Godis affeny dto 
abject Senſation,. . ;Nor far from 
; , -thocreniaiming, Part, of: their 
Prbpoſiion, thas, th 2 Soulit ſelf {hold 
f de kaowableiby Senſation + the-expeti- 
FJ e:te and conſetiy” of all Doctors teach- 
ing 1s, that we know our Souls onely 
ll from ns: effects;- , This, therefore, is 
ey B z : certain: 
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rictice Wold confirmdDodri new oil 
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s: 2. ont gy wont 


Eealon's Letus,; tefors;rry the fort 
of Beperlence. "Bieſ.chop! aflert t 
Rational Sou! confifts? ef: parts?! - Fo 
ſome'find « Bortorit in tk&-Sonl;oth, ers 
aTopy alf'ar'Biſcnco diftine rok rhe 
Powers." And? amofis cholaRieeliDb 
'vines:; indeed: ſors * wrhis ! ; OE t- 
Qion of the Powers ftom the Eflerice? 
bur; themſelves reactithat? tis cohv tle a 
by Reaſon! not Experience. " "OtherDi 
Vines deny x ': ' Neither fide conteſts fi 
by Experiments : 'Wheice, *ris' plain 
enough that Expetietice avails: lirtle; as 


10. won point,- But, as for parts inthe 
very 


meg premny > progmymnc BAn O58 8 5 I. hw Se. rent Lia. 


Of Prayer: 

very Eſſence of the Soul, ſince. they are 
bd to the very, Indiviſi bility, 45 it, 
- true Divinity ,permuts not. {o much as 
Reaſqning, much leſs efteems Senſe bes 
bi enblec copecrping them. Beſides, the 
lyſticks 't hemyeg agree not in their 
ND Sts Dome aflerting;i it ;to be 
Cn artof the. Soul, in whichchey 
fancy the Union with God ; others; the 
bigteſt » go. which there could. -be ino 
doubripg > if, "were. to be judged .by 
Senſation. Again, we ſee nothing, of 
our Acts, but. what 1 is -purely: Marnal; 
andt crefore makes 1 itſelf be. ſeen by Pl 
ſtroak : all the reſt. aloe ra 'd 


acl by, Pia and. the de yction of 
uences: .-; Again, - -the more Antj- 


ap of. the MyRicks tit Re EE has 
they" experience, the: VV ores it 


{&f,"\ without, previous know g5.;.the 
MEAT ,..0n , experience, affirm. thar. 

J{ Knowleds preced es their .No litiqns : 
4 whence is $ evidend. how-much faith is 
Wy to be. given to the x Expcriments.,, And, 
; whoever WIL attention CXAMUICS the, 
UI things relaced, by rhe very. chict of. the 
in Mytlicks, ſhall, caſt by obſerve them fo 
: mixt, wah their, own or; their Nirecors 
a Opinions, that -ris hard, to judg, what: 
Þ3 in 
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El and, which fa ag the atieftions and ' 
v4 troubleſomneſs of the thoughts about 
way «<mporals decreaſe. - Whence it will 
hs of come to paſs that, rhe Soul lometimes | 

mln pray will find it ſelf free and quier.: 
"af wherein, as far as I underſtand, the H, 
atgh Virgin places the notion of  Quzer 
Till 2ray'r. The third degree, too, that of 


©. 


all Recolleion , ſeems not tmuch diffe- 


6 rent. For, what ſhe teaches, that God, 
coph 15 confider'd as exiting in the hearty/is, 
FJ to be underſtood of the naked Detty, or | 


I: of our Lord Chriſt. If of Chriſt, it 
#1 feems toogrols a concett for an illumi- 
ind nated perſon , to apprehend the cor- 
v4 poral preſence of Chriſt in her heart. 
rbf if of the naked. Deity , either/He is 
8 conccivd to be in'our heart. by his Eſ- 
"of | {nce, or by his Grace. - If by his; El 
rh {nces,.whar is there to. chuſe berwcen 
el: *pprehending ic in us or inheav'n® for, 
n | tis kind of material difference ,. be- 
&| fnging to.the figuracion of the. place, 
af | previous to pray.r.z. not to. the pcay*r: 
| tt{elf: unleſs perhaps as it. makes it 
© alter for us to apprehend thag God be>. 
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. that they are moſt grievous ſinners. | * 


Of the Pray'r of Recolleci: 


-_-» degrees-ſpring. 


 feelsno/impedimerit from her inferiour 


. fromthe contemplation of her: objed 5 


virtues inus': which ſeems repugnant 


ſome, -andto haverender'd her leſs: at - 


hotds our inmoftthoughts, then when 

we conceit him 'in heavinz; which is a 
certain defect of- Faith, - But, if we ap» 
prehend his preſence by Grace, - 'we 
think .of God working ſupernarural 


to that apprehenſion theſe perſons have; 
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.0n'; and whence thefe 


2 3 Ur, hence perhaps tis call'd 
; 1 => | pray r of Recolledion 5 and 
E2 C ifind'degree, in that the Soul 


powers 3 as the Saint fpeaks. For, in 
the former degree , though they were 
not ſtrong enough to take off the mind 


yet they ſeem to have beer troubke- 


_ rent1ve 


.cepr the Fancy; that is,calual thoughts, . 
affetion", hinder" nor the>attention7of 


pears, thar- this: degtee;:confilts ifs 


Tam not ſatisfi'd whether it beſo call 
ion of the Soul iniefelf:* And again, 


prehenfion of the DivinePreſence:s, or; 
- aft unintertypred -motion-of 'the Son 


a 
Of Prayer? 
tentive aS' it Wete. i For; the Saint :tefls 
us, that if one'chideavotr-inthat' ſtare 
to. repreſs them, he lofes the/fruit: and 
ſweetneſs of his - prays ,7nnd-'twohld 
more hinder then help..- Bur; -in:this 


® 
[ 
4 — 


degree, ſhe makes them all-quier ,:ex» 
which: yet , not deing- theifſue” oh the 
the-mind to its-work. : And-ſo-irvaps 
greater quiet of themind 3 becauſe the 


inferiour powers are ''more-tam'diand 
obedient. - The his Sexo dion, 


, 


by reaſforvof Union with God ; or :U- 


what ſignifies union withiGod 2:anaps 


towards God'?' But; this later ſeems 
to agree with the "other degrees--of 
pray'r':; and 'tis ſaid not todaſt above 
half an hour, withoat aſenfible trou- 
ble of 'the powers going aut and re- 
curning, $172: oat, 

S. 2. Let us refle&t on them ſeveral- 
ly. - The Preſence of God Teems:mani- 
feftly to- me to ſpeak an affe@&ion: of 
. Melan- 


| atoral certl-. 
tude; i Evident, therefore, :it-.is that, 
though by-accident it may help pray'r, 

hes: no ipriviledg-to conftitnte a 
Kibroeof ſuperiority [i.it. Notwith« 
ftading ,-the . Union | of the: powers 


clearly brings a newdegree 3, when now 
they.are 4 /farifrom binding , that 


| they:are.ev/nimploidabour God, But 
ther. they ſhould be ſometimes half. 
aſleep ;.and yet underſtand: thejr own 
operations How not what 1t. means, 
m the rigour -of- the words bY for 4 the. 
iatcriour powers are uot cognoſcitive, 
bur preparative toknowledg $s and may. 
knows by his Intelle& alone, Then, - 
what: is. the: #orce of that expreſſion ) 
They nnderfdnd their own operations ? 
VI may be permitted to.guels, this 4 
anni | i ' the 


Ny and only by Balfs are eat 


needs be Fhet' dr ether, conduc 


Op PH: 
the Cſs” '&f the ſacred: Virbin's  thar 


 Hmetimes theſe powers | turn aſide”, if 


not who A t lealt; in part, to other 


but; in the hipheſ rev,[f 
arc -wholh impleidinG gr Dy 
d..3. Neth NN tied eater of pray 
pale vecds be Ts to low, roo SrcK 
much uſe ,' 2Þi to bit 1 
looks Ro Nboc For, fince affe@t 
ons follow. apprehenfions , or motions 
of the Fancy : and, Þ "much ufe of 
Fancy, a great ſock of antaſms muſt 


to make 21 roak anc regs on th 


which other” og, tha th in leſs abundance 
make, atlength are not feltar all , and 


mean while leſs and leſs fill : Ts 


plain that, by much uſe of pray'r , 
comes no paſs chat, for a-whule , "a 0- 
perations of the inferiour powers a- 
bout other by-objects. are., firſt leſs 
and lefs; and afterwards nor arall per- 
ceived, Yet, that the inferiour powers 
are, ncither thts, perfetly tam'd, rhe 
Ebriety, 
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Dowd; CER Fi fe patio 
pe Ws "(ig © her elf 4 or And: 
gs, : es beer nets fn o 
A a har who, | 


had the eg een oDerfer $Kill'd7 we Thould Þ 
Rerba have hag imethlogs more exact Þ- 


Sopeeenin Yay left by hers ſpecially Þ 
jets ſhe contemp ared in 


her prays r,..and her manner 6 expreſ: 
ſing aff Af + $90 low, .contenting 'onr 
Elves with having: Tearnt fo much of 
| hers. ler us ſee” what her great adm: 
er, > Gregory Hehe: Des FRE. us. * | 
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7 the Pray of. Gregory 
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q : His Man, therefore, later then 
that H. 'Viroin in. the ſame 


ee herein bad the adVaitag UN of hers 
hit 


@ {0% 
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% thu ” 


it rh Nag 

intact them. to Poms wha [35 
 Erine, Jet us couchinrhis, * m'theKr 
| fe -which<perhaps ought t& Have 
i= "Feſtr'd till the©laſt , did not"its 
- fontmuedheſs ro the Fhdr diſcourſe 

4 fool Ebaticr'; > beginning from heiice. 
- This, therefore; which" wasSthe top of 
"all MS'Trerefa 's way,” rhar the infer;our 
7 powers ould OE TOoFAr Bm : 
this; Gregory ranght; was to be''6yer- 
<ul? "ard that theſe" owers, are! ho 
ar alfto'be made NEE Lorne theſe 
if Tam-not deceiv'g;the wonld? 20K 
by thename of Natare, For asfar as 
I " diftahd | Whatever 4a Man does 
-out'of the loveof God, or an intention 
. of Beatitude , by the pure and "clean 
diſcourſe of Reaſon, Fcvding from 
this End to the pttricular ation. - be- 
longs to the Sptrit, or Mind, or Grace 8 
for, all theſe fionific one andthe -fame 
thing, though under various conno- 
cates :* but, what is done by -a kind of 
blind impiety whether principally or 
acceſſorily to the principal ation , be- 
longs to the notion of Nature, For. Na- 
ture, 
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| Sometimes heev'n expreſs'd rhemy as 
inthat pray'r we: findin B.2, Ch, 12. of 
his Life, where he petitions God as it. 
were expo ftnlanetly: And Ch, 13. he 
gives 80.4ccount of what he did telling 
us that Nature filches away the food of - 
the mind, unleſs heed be taken. But, 

Ch; 15, he teaches that the inward man 
ſometimes exerciſes. his operations ſo, 


that the outward man perceives no- 
| thing 


Of Prazt. 
ing of-therd. To Tadaeſand i 


&4iovspt-our ſoulcauſsmorions, 

only inthe | ; 

| wrought; butalſo in ouraxterions hos 

dy; 2 Whenwelaugh, weep, tremble g 

and there's\Icarce any affettion inthe 

foul more vehement!then ordinary, bug 

may be difcern'd/by-the face:s; eſpeciade 
ly by the eyes. + Now, according to the 
| Nemeth, Farce: anited:-is the firongery 


&ſpers'd: Thats therefors, whichGee& 
ory. did was to keepallius fpirits, thc 
Bid hioffetians pojichin/iiahe ag 
plication: of his brain g-apdiaor:fufter 
hem tobe difpers'd to the motiowof 
his cxtertourmenwberss 577 o! co 
:$. 3: The nextthing ta-benated, in 
Gregory's ways is What's Written. Chg. 
that he ſaid, tho:thaughts be had of God 
When he pray*d:,now: hewas well ad- 
vanc'din the exerciſe of pray'tz'were nat 
.comprehended: by- inward words:,/ bur 
unother kindof way : -which,.:what*it 
was, either he:could not expreds; :or-at 
| leaſt he has not. To underſtand this 
we muſt remember, thar-:the other ſen- 
ſes ſtrike our ſaul and cauſe inowledy, 
| | by 


— 


meaving.,' wemulſt refle{dthat thei aft 


8d; whichfollaws; theiweaker if it be . 


| 3 Dot 
members. wherein they are 
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bur Hearimzeptiouph: dt," roo; proc 


' have.impo#'d on things: 521VVhence.*tis 


after theflrſt finding out or perceprigf 
| be a kind-of-ſign" or;-mionitory- in 
Bancyz for .the: underſtanding to exe 


-nothing-binders bar; - as Fancy-madg 
words are the ſigns 'of-the leveralob- | 


OF. 
byithemewiiv'of ceftaindthages andrrue 
Gailicades! of-the "things perceiv*dy 
this way Wis:proper object 37 yer oft 
ner excires>knowledg by! another: way 
alſo's" viz; by:rthe names] which men 


- et ang Het i & fr te Yaad 


plain, rhatihe finiilicudesof che:thingk 
known are not: neceſſary 'in the Fancy 


of rhething: : bur, .z ſuffices that rhete 


ciſe 2'trus noti6n-and-thoughe ofviy 
Now, if the buſmeſs be done: by: ſigns, 
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jets , ſo ſome one wardor other ſtroak 
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og. either from 
ng * the, nagure3of the 


powers of the Soul, or their reading 


"his appr a) 


{ \,antient tis 
| \hap, Dank fe he Ent of 


Gregary's Py 3: +> his relation 
of that laying ;ob. Gregory's x ſubjoyns 


Drbich way wat Ar ather then of ſublime 


Fions, &c.] Which ſeems to me 
rely oppolite both . to + Gregary's 


words, who , exprelly fay I they \ were 
thoughts of God : = to = nature of 
= which thoſe that treat of 1 tt de- 


Joc to be an A& of Underſtanding, 
b dependent from the - Will: 

Lat y,tis againſt that generally known 

Bags both of Theo oy and Phila- 

ophy:. that nithing i is wilPd bit what is 


known before 3 which all ch Graver D : 
vines tenaciouſly'retain, portal: 
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could ſtudy Scientes:, diſcourſe of the 
ſubcilleſt things, perform all -narutal 
and * civil offices. For, fince 'tis ev 
dent out of Philoſophy , that” the foul 
of it ſelf is apt ro comprehend all 
things" together z the- impediment to 
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thinking dr dging;+108e; things:at'-once | 
7 | is from thenetdinck. and:licairation-df 
5 | aho body, and chiefly fromithe defect of 
ox teFancy-/; VYhenbe we fee tharthe 
5 _—_— 12idg >: but: the Brie er 

"grow,, the more: thingsrhey :.con- 
fider: about. thar adtiony arrrty were 


rag Noe not proverdiaurad the tight 
| dryer Rows a" otic 
| ahather., '25 yerWwe extperiqutagitidons. 
ti) i ve ke Work) ab ocaancting; 
5 | while theyſpin; 0r:fowyurdodbnte's- 
1] Act We feeDlayert onithellqure z'or 
« | hed Muſical: Inferumentsy (hole'dil- 
3 wourle aud:anfotrqueſtionb&roand; did 
| not they gi em ahur - journey 9 WhoEe 
Wars ber nt within thee” while: Truth i 
elf exponnded; rorhen the Sofiprurege 
bt not neceffary for. theiniro haverke 
:Rules: of Grammar and: Prafactia' Ccofi- 
tanchy in their eye, leaſt they -rranſ- 
greſs 9 No doubt;therefore; bur, r6ge-. 
taer with 2 conſtant a& of the! love of 
bd, Gregory neight performithe'orher 

dflices\of Lites { E0$63 335 Tor (eh 

+3,” Bur, you't think: thag oppoſes* it 
k7Qs Ls 8. which 
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which is written.of him' z''C h, 15. that 
he exercisd/his a&s with ſo great eff 
:cacyevery.time hei!fetch'd his breath 
that heremain'd almoſt always. cleva 
" aedinfpirit; had:nomemory. cither:of 
himſct: gr the things of this-life z and 


-wasin'a-manner outof. himſelf : Ally 
B. 3. Ch. 14. that he-had never retir 
-one ſtepback.  Totheſe-we - muſt ay, 


that Gregory fo apply'd his Anima 


Of Prijer: 


applydhis:memory, underſtanding and 


vv ] to-this ExXCrcl mM ſuch-m: 24410; 1 
ry ea mot the ein FAY 
-1nvaded him, till they. began to- abate 
B. 1. Ch;13.. tis: related :rhat 5: inthe 
. morningeſpecially ,-he pray'd with}. 


great application of his mind , that ht 


thatz inthe- Writers of Saints. Live] - 
'tis narrowly to be obſcrv'd; what the 
relate out ofthe memory of the thing 


done, and'whar out. of their own'4p 


prehevfion. For, they are molt - cont 
monly aſtonifht with the. greatneſs 4 - 
the things, and full -of:. admiration 


-and, though they tellgrear. things »'y# 

both themſelves: ng chord p. Fil 
- would have them ſeem ro:others mott 
-wonderful then they are. For , th 


clear, in this very caſe we have inhai 


ſpirit 
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ſpirics to. pray r ; that they: remain'd. 
ſtill -fir rp perform: the other; iparts of: 
life pradentlyz.'and rwas necefiary for. 
him to leave ſomeexerciſes iro: follow. 
othets. © So, he quitted his a&-of Re- 
fignation , to proſecute his a& of Cha» 
rity-: -fo ; his Meditations, and other. 
patticular pray'rs, ta.learn the H.Serip- 
tures, and, I believe, ev'n- orher Scien- 
ces too3 which the H. Spirit had, ſug- 
geſted to be neceſſary to himyand:could 
bor de-had withourſtudy,  - | +. 
\. $.3. The Writer of Gregory's Life. 
tells us, B. 1,- Ch.12. and otherwhere , 
that the H, Man, exercisd acts of di- 
vers degrees about. the ſame ' obje& z 
and thoſe very far from one another in 

- perfection -. for example, that his acts. 
_ of the:loveaf God: were. much excel- 
lenter after long/ exerciſe , then at the - 
beginning, And. 8,2; Ch.15, he ex-. 
plicates the ſame thing more clearly z 
' and ſays, the later a&s were without 

' violence, more ſimple, ſubriller , and 
Teſs ſenſible, yet perfetter. From this 
explication what can I imagine, bur 
that" Gregory then wrought by. pure 
judgments 2 For, this difference thcre.. * 
is:berween the Underſtanding purciy, 
: | CY judging, 
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| jidgingy: apache Will of 'Vindarſtands 

ing impelid by theapperite's that pure 
underſvarth wes rhat er; _—_ 
quiets"to&imperceptible motions” but 
Wil 8 roy nm rug is-placd | 
in'a {ron&endfenfible oye: Gramm | 
affords ts anargument hereof : for as 
of pure tinderſtending; are of the Itidis 
cative-Mood gas thelt | The Heavy 
ſbew- forth the' glory of God, and the'Piv-' 
mament declares the 'works of his hands 4 

, andwhat follows- 'in the ſame: Pſaips.” 
Bur thoſe, All ye works of vurf Lurd. 
bleſs "our Lord! Bleſs. our. Lord all y& 
Nations | Would "my wiyes wert dirett-" 
ed ! andthe like, as being affections, are' 
ro beexpreſs'd with' 4'more vehement/ 
ſpirit ahd'motion.  And'y' fo we find;! 
that pyudetit perſons 'do-their bufineſs 
without 'being perceivd, and ſilently s 
1mprudenc; with noiſe and tir, 
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Ke TD... oo 


FN it 8, pon aebalida of} a 
FS) put” by a very, pious 
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Rs of ahothet kind of 
Ade? Ex. ror Revelation, "The asker- 
propoſes 1t in tht 1s manner. It happens 

times that, white the ſoul api lies 
TA 1 great tranguillicy , with all its, 
Boch to.the 1 love of God's s Ofl 2 ſud-. 

God, linexpeRedly, and'as it were: 
drawing the. EE edi g RE lnterpos *d. | 
between himſelf and the ſou], in a wor- 
derful manner atone ftroak, 'diveſts i It 
of all affeQtion'to Creatures, and dilates 
and renders it capable of thoſe things. 
which it ſelf is ncither able to conceive | 
nor. to. explicate : and while the Soul: 
endeavours to reflett and. attend to. 
Than Ty ſaddeply Vanity leaving T 
| 14 
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- * . ly affe&ions behind.” - He asK'd , there 
fore, if Gregory himſelf retain'd any 
memory, of this Kind, of favours, after 
they were palt z or if he, perhaps, per- 
petually enjoy'd (ark, "which hap- 
pens ſeldom” to *others? ' Gregory \atls 

{werd, that'as'it was\ np in the pawer 

of man to'acquire ſuch favours by his 

own-pains ; fyneither to retain rhe me- 
mory of them z nor did hebeljeve ve- 

Ty. long. en joyments. of ſuch like Ie 

dulg'd to any-of the Saihtss except per- 

-haps'to the; Virginit may have beg 

Joe to perſevereinſo ſublime a \ 1 

fon. But, tn ordinary:140», which h 

deny'd nor-was granted to himfelf, tha 


& >. 


*Fwas poſhble both to perſevere and, evn' 
encreaſe, Then he ſubjoyn'd a diſcoutſd 
concerning. Extaſies and Revelations 
as it were infinuating that the graces. 

they had been ſpeaking of were of that 

- RA "oo 
= $.2.'And, whoam]1, that I ſhould 
pretend to pur, in, my note amongſt Ma-'sſ 
| ters ? Yet, ſipceI have begun - I muſt 
* _ ſhew my unskilluincſs. "But , firſt 6f 
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tain light as it were immediately! in- 
| fusd by Gody 'viz.' rior acquir'd by 
"their own+mftuftry 5 - but given them 
unawares. "Again, that this light brings 
into the mind''a kind of - luftrious 
ſplendour ,'anid is follow'd by choice 
2r | and moſt pleaſing affeQtions : And, that 
is] the affeions - indeed continue inthe 
-F foul, . but the light fo vaniſhes , that 
there remains. nothing but a —_ 
_ confus'd n\iemory of it.” I agree to a 
this. ' But','whether'it be fo-Noble'a 
Yrace as the Spiritual Maſters: would 
I us;I am at a ſtand, And, that 
| Which breeds my ſcruple is , that me- 

thinks T experience ſome thing like this 
ih Studtes-4nd Natural Speculations : 
us, ſometimes a truth appears moſt 
evident to me 5 and the [joy which fol+ 
lows the finding it but "is. very great 3 
bur, whil&T would examine it, 1t gives 
me the ſlip, -nor'can Ifind what ſhould 
have been the occaſion of fo.great clears 
| Teſs and evidence +  Whetice , I' am 
forc'd to ſuſpeR, that *tis nothing elſe 
but a certain ſerene diſpoſition of Fan» 
cy, which, as it wereby luminous £o+ 
lours, plays with me z-\without any ſos 
lid intelletion for ts foundation. c 3 
Ws | « 3: 
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Þe 8\.mipg.or gn oran, 
ang; 4ll its pextection. pl 
the; anderigdgs Ts 
Tat- Mith:ang, o qt oy, 
I. any MENG 1 ED nr 3 of 5 
for, and' thato{. as Ariitork k, teaches) 
«here's no;igdeliþerating; 3 *is' ro. be be- 
ketw'd peach im. Kings whoſe 
gidngp! es ard icmote,, that the uns 
derſianding is yer unable .to 5 gre 
and difcoyarshem, , Blty 
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+. cation with-H. Spirits is:the 


2 _ highsſt pitch of T Humane;, and conſe. 
iſtian_perſeRion : by the 


Philoſophy; Sacred Scripe 
.and the .Opinion- moſt-in-vogue 


& 


L;dguble conjunction - or communion 


>,  *- With ſpirits : One ordinate, and: as it 
©, Were woayeninto Nature out of it ſelf: 


Another, in a manner, accidental, ſu- 


-petiening our of the neceſſity and con- 


tingency, or the imbecillity of nature. 
The former is apt to be exercis'd in two 
caſcs:3h private perſons, only through 
tormity to ſuperiour Natures 5 


whieh-chiefly conſiſts in cleanneſs of 


7 YO k, 
heart,” whereby it comes to paſs that 


the adminiſtration of bodies by Angels 
has its due effect in ſuch minds, illumi- 


nating 
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hurch, I; therefore, diſtinguiſh 
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-14-| nating themy thatis, makirig' them ſee 
oo] Uuſtrious cruths,. both in ſpeculative 
+ | and-praticalmatters. , by the: force of 


reaſon compaunding'and. moſt. clearly 
Kkeing through cayſes and effe&s, Bur, 
in thoſe whore incharg'& with the ad- 
Niiniſtratton of the Chureb.,-as' ofc as 
any knot 'occyrs-too hard: for humane 
reaſon to.extricate., and! fo there's no 


gelical Providence ſo mingles the lots, 
thatis, ſecond cauſes, that:what is beſt 
for - the Church; ſhould, beyand: their 
deſign or expeQation, beinfnuatcd iny 
tathe Councilsiof the Rulers. + This 
Communion, therefore, withabſtraced 
Spirits isthatro which humane nature 
can and ought aſpire, to.perfe& itſelf, 
The other Communion ./is z.- that one 
ſhould in expreſs words, ast: were, be 
taught by abſtracted fpirits :- and this 
is ſo not againſt; Chriſtian Diſcipline; 
that "tis neither dcfirable, nor abſvlute= 
ly wy perfc&ian of itz nor neceflary; 
ynleſs through an imperfe diſpoſition. 
of 'the Soul. For, God has not ſub+ 
jected humane underſtanding to Ange> 
lieal, bur bodjes + por has preſcrib'd ns 


 ozncr thett to; walk according to Rea» 
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JNQT BE JEU ſhonor a 
:vy temporal \gnd. ;-abl which he tas left 


* 
. 


ſhoukdngt be leaway 


_ 


ih ourptiwer. »:He has'indeed commmic- 
ted corporeal things, both” extrinſecal 
and intrinfees],”torhecharge of depara» 


ted fubſtances g if ar? anpxime it'be | 
needful ro invert their ſet order. Ys » 


Of? $ 2; Revelations; *thetefore 5 what 
do they immediately | impatt'? bur 4 
certain .dilpoſing: of contingent things, 
_ ' belongs | 
ence,” ngtthe pert L 


an;of hin that 


ther care:owght tobe had of them, theh 
chat they be-peeforar'd our of a ps 
mtention'and<giligently; / Wheretors; 
as%is:1mperfection' to defire what ith- 
ports not: the deftrer z' 167 too, unleſs 


when. rs: comemithe for the Church; 
no-fuch thing: ls | given but-in -conde- 


ſcendence to the * imperfection -of the 
dcfirer. Since ; therefore ; Revelation 


and Dodrine is the end of the other - 


mutations thar happen extraordinarily 5 
25 Villons;Exrafes; oe. they'l be all 


reduc't to: the fame rule, Add thaz;: 


when a Pevelarion withour Jluminati- 
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ar they be govern4l_' 
Tight oramlifs': and therefore, no far- 
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theperſon.co whom, 'twas liclt made, it 
can, never, be clear from doubt. to: that 
other. *Tis./ very remarkable: in this 


:mAter what: Hiorom Gratianus ( S. Te- 


rz[a's Contetlor, for ten years) writes s 


thathunlſelf procecded, ina certain bu- 


ſineſs, contraryto a Revelation- which 


| the H. Virgin had profels'd very, clear : 


afterwards , doubrful of what he had 


Chriſt about itz and the Virgin receiv'd 
anſwer 'that ſhe did right in. obcyiag 


| her Confeifor , and that Chriſt would 


make the buſineſs . ſucceed better , 


though with greater difficulty, then if 
. they had procceded according to the 


Revelation £ and that he gave this rea- 
ſon, too, why the H. Virgin. had done 


well, becauſe in that way there could be. 


. no miſſing. NOW _ 
_ _ $.3. Now, Iamat aſtand', how, if- 


the Revelarion was clear ,-it could be 
bettcr ſhe ſhould obey her Conſeſlor. 


Cantkere be any doubt. but, where the 


jadgments of God ahd man arc diffe- 
rent , God is rather to be obey'd then 
Man , as all the Apoſtles with one voige 


contels 9. Nor does he ſatisfie mc, that. 


M | 1. 
4, a 
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_ —he by het very ſelf, conlulted 


_:: 


anſwers ,  'twas not a- Command of | 
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Chriſt; but a deſire only or declarati- 


oN what was to be done; For, who can 


doubt bur that is beſt to be done, which 
Chriſt judges is to be done? and, if 
that be bef , then; another leſs good 
( eſpecially , in that Virgin, who had 
vow'd ſhe would do that which ſhould 
ſem beſt) would have the notion of 


it. Notwithſtanding, it might beſaid, | 


that it was the beſt before her Confeſ- 
for had choſen; but, after his judg- 
ment, it became the Teſs good, Bur, 
be this how it will, Chriſt juſtify'd the 
Saint on another 'account;. aflerting , 
that in that way , v#F, of obedience, 
there could be no miſſing : which he 
attributcd not to the force of obedi- 


ences for, he that obeys an inferiour | 


againſt a Superiour, errs in the way of 
obedience: and this was the calc in 
harid. "This reafon feems , therefore, 
incapable of reaching its purpole, o- 
therwiſe then by 'takthg it thus g that 


ts perfectly. manifeſt ſuperionrs are 


to be-obey'd*: but, whether God is o- 
Bcy*d here depends on the evidence of 


he Revelation 5 which: might deccive, 
| andtheretorc is not to, be follow'd a- 
is FO. > 


Of Prue? 


pink: an evidence on the" other fide. 


hat, therefore, the Revelation is:ſaid 


tohave been clear ſpeaksas muchas 


'preſs, or clear, as to the obje& 5-bur 


tot clear, as to the Revealer , fo /-as 
thar it could not-be- ſuggeſted by her 
own fpirit, And whence ſuch kind af 
clearneſs is diſcerttd but from the e- 


vents, Iremember'not to have read a- 


ny where concerning her, or any-other, 
though profeſling great evidence. 


Of T heological Science com- 


municated by Revelation. 


be objeted apainſt this be- 
'ing ſnch as may manifeſt themſelves, 
either by the manner of their reception 
fas if, in one Viſion, the Latin Tongue, 
or Skill in Muſick, or the Art of making 
Verſes, ſhould be learnt y all which are 


$. 1 Ts: Do&rinal Revelations may 


recorded to have been indulg'd to, 
ſome), or of their qualityz as if ſome . 


pro- 


5 


e formerly 'n9t! underſtood, or..oflk 
okiour Faith which , Jy I 
viges knew not') ould. bo commune [4 
cated s or ſome fach like 3s were. ol 
nl pe that rwere clear twas nat] 
:poſſible to' be. hended by. hug ane 
ttudy, ar leaft.in fo-very ſhort” ating, | 
Remarkable isthe-teſtimony of 5. Hib 
de «rdis concerning ſuch h an4uſance,,/in 
an Epiſtle to S. Bernard : 1: know cfm 
the ) inthe Text a more inward under- 
ſanding of the expoſition of the Pſalter 
and Goſpel, and other Volumes ſhewn mt 
in this Viſion, which touches" my heart, 
and burns my' opt: \ ke a flame; "teachi 
we theſe profound Myſteries of the ex mY, 
tiop,”" Butzif the Revelations be. fa 
that they comprehend ſome entire Ng 
or Science, and.-faddenly infuſeyghem g 
they carry ' heir offect with they > ._ 
are. arreſted by.that : and I bcliey 
ocanly miraculous, and.thar "on 
he goKiquphle,, whether the rclar 
tlog of ir, be worthy of. credit., |. ' 
$,2.Burghoſe, that arc commonly : re- 
ported as infus*d;knowlcdges in, matter 
Fu Aeiences , are. ſometimes vight and 
| un* 
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Xlihe two SS. Gatherinesiof Sicns 
= w#r4of $.Gertraxr oo I; T exefa - ;and :a- 


& [rleat knowledge 
Mikave;had. of rhe Myſtery of the moft 
FI Trinity's What have: the: Carmel; 
7: [leaenr-from'thence, to teach" the: other ' 


1Þ-Iyichifalftiess. which arguo.they. took 
[mination : bur; at (beſt; /are ſuch-as 
WU-Iin clevated wir :and cleanheart mii 


tnral:t- 


2Gt- 


thers. 'VWhar/footitep remains: of thar 
x” os Ira Sur 


Fas 


Maſters of 'the Church? S..1gnatins's 
Treatiſe on the ſameSubjed; that :Sout 
9 pcudencly chuſe rather to praiſe-/in 
common, then hazard to; the Cenfure 
of Divines. ' Theſe Saints:fvem tg have 
had certain delightſu] ſemblances , or 
ein to have penetrated , ſomething 
which might ſeem to themſelves or 


| their Confeifors'of a pirch abeve vul- 


ronbcly z bur which great Divines 
onnd neither ſtrange nor tiew: 


', 


1 '$:3.Laſtly,the teſtimony'of S. Hildegar: 


ds neither explicates any thing in par- 
ticular , whence we'may-gucfs how'e» 
levared that Science 'was' whercof ſhe» 
ſpeaks; norat all favours of exrraors 
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:dinary Theology, For', what ſignifig]k 
a wore inward underſtanding, but 2 kind 
-of: undetermin'd thing naton t 
"the three Myſtical Senſes? : which they, fp 
who. rightly” underſtand, know aſi 
founded” on the- literal : . which , ſhe ip 
-not profefling , by confequence , maiifſt 
have meant; by 4 more inward: under (i 
ſtanding, acertain application of theſſa 
ſeveral ſentences to. the matter of ſoneſq 
Myſtical intespretation, without. pene-| b 
trating the: connexion of' one ſentenes | m 


truly.call'd underſtanding of the Scrip: |. 
tures. And, ſuch interpretations: 48 | 
theſe we ſee many z ſpecially of S. Bers|*: 
zard z of whom there's the ſame thing | : 
commemorated, as this Virgin reports | 
of her ſelf. - And, they are rather pious | ( 
diſcourſes, fram'd in an allufive way} - 
concerning the ſeveral Texts, then any] - 
properly call'd Interpretation -of the | - 
facred writings z and which proceed | g 
more from Undtion' in H.men , then] 
from Illumination, and: favour mote | b 
thegitt of Piety then of underſtandingy | f 
and thereforc ſuch interpretations may 
very likely ſpring out. of this kind of 
pray'r, as many orher, vaſt goofs dog 
020. 1t®, | of 


fighbr; whoſe ſakciris deſerredly eſtecri'd, 

indlyhen 'tis- well govern'ds:. For , ince- 
boy arenas appetite is the immediate. 
inciple- ot: action, :and- its-greateſt 
aſi iment when it does not obeyzthis' 
pr 7, Which accuſtoms it to good, 

uid: ro ſpiritual - objets, muſt needs: 
«[t nighcily "benefir the ſoul, as to Devoti« 
theſw and ol pious works: eſpecially:ſuch/ 
me[$concern the virtue of Religion z and- 
& | by conſequence. 5 to ordering and oy 

t | moderatiut 9c ative (Gar of life,. 
bb tlie rt of. ; riſttan No.” 
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of Probable Pray'r , or the 
' middle Species of Pray 14 


5 I. Here follows: that pray'r , 
| which ſo falls in the midſt 
berwedd he other rwo kinds 5 that it 
fobs-them of the name,, -and is it ſelf 
alone call'd Pray'r by the g eferality./ 
The effe aim 44 at by itis morally ro 
eſtabliſh the mind , or render it fixts 


an 
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bur by very-rately-ha 
| an porno 


veralways.--—Fheſe arc R 5 Medi- 
tation, and Hearing, others; . 

| fame motives mays happdr-eo a man 
that attends the benefiting his ſouls cj- 
ther by bis owns we _ e-uek Lakthen the 
all'd\My 


cultivating: them 1is-c Wyariens 3 
or from-another, 'rhar eirhier ſhtaks;'br. 
has ſpoken. - He that ſpeaks has his 
Atiditor preſent: he thar- has aig of poker. 
comes, by writing, tothe kno dg of 
theabſenr, for'themoſt part: 4, 
$.2. Hetice. ſpring rhees forms: of; 
"thinking: gzeach' worthy the name, ſoit 
dE exercis'd for ravite 

;, therwo which ate from pinto = 
the 
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irt*deſirds ob Buatirudes; dadive s lis 
ardat'4-tol its thac- jr bo unfwayabl 
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ot Pray r. Burz ] 
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i | the thinkev of a greardeal of the; Uiſhi- 
is | dezvours” to 'Yecompetite by the plþa' 
if | fire: and: cooſtivtifies bf Davide doay” 
| aright, and therefore ulcs to be eſteened: 
i | the chief. This muſk be: commonits- 
1 then all] if duly perform'd 5 rhar-rhey- 
8 | beeongrouous inſtruments for! the' ex" 
ts | pectedeffet. They ought; therefbery! 
i | 1s be conpos'd of effications:motives;: 
C | The mater, firſt, wy rhe woik ot 
i | is ſomewhav of rhoſerhings; the cent 
| deririon whereof conduces ro diteQting? 
2+.| the life according to piety, orto Bear 
- | tude. Theſe are fome practical, others 
© | ſpeculative. And, becauſe the: deſire 
| of enjoying God is thit beſt andulvimare 
affetion-in this life's and thoſe: things 
} | which manife# Gods Artributesto”us 
z | motexcite'tarhiss *tis plain, the<con- 
templarion of ſpeculatives is | to be 
prefer*d before that of prafticals. Tay, 
inNobleneſs z ſor, perhaps, if what is 
| needful be'confider'd ſome practicalsar 
+] leaſt will be preferrable in reſpe&-of 
| weak perſons. But, that confiderati-' 
«1 oh will more belong to a ' particular 
1 diſcipline; then to this Treatile whichis 
| univerſal fd pag 5] 
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the diſcourſe; of this pray'r is compos'd. 
of: probable.arguments s whoſe, nature. 
*tis:;that each; ſeverally has - ſeldome; 
power to encline'the will, Þut many a-; 
maſs together carry a' great efficacy, 
with.chem : this. pray'r requires thag; 
many reaſons be aflembled into one pers; 
vation. Whence,: he that prays thus, 
is toſift into. the whole nature of the. 
ubje& propos'd co him yg that he may; 
be able to perſwade himſelf feadily 
and pany well 0 either that the truth is 
fo, or the ation in queſtion is to be. 
undertaken. And , becauſe *tis more. 


laborious to find theſe out ones-ſelf, 


then.to own.them when found out by 
others z therefote Reading and Hearing, 


in which his part that prays is only to, 


accept the fruit of others pains, arc bet- 
ter then Meditation. But, to make theſe. 
become parts of pray'r, they muſt firſt 
be ſuppos'd to be concerning the ſame 
things as the pray:r 1t {elf 153 and the 


writing or Exhortation compos'd to. 


affe the Readers or Hearers minds to 
the ſtudy. or ation of Chriſtian Life, 
Farther, that theReader or Hearer aps. 
ply to him(elf the things propos'd him. 
E. clther | 
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? ms "wherein, the ordinary, practi 
one... \ Firſtrhere 
Y 


0: Pra y er 


\b 


þ4 
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o Propyration- -ta Pray ; 
and.- of the firſt oy | 
Eh, nl Crt cn 1667p 


k of has h has been as 
able Pray's e, May,'s 


of the pious world goes right, or falls 
Bo they £ common- 
reach rhatghpee enUPge are!to be prez 
mis. , tO.. Prayer: *%; mie Focgapations 0 
» MAtgr, the Preſerice A God! 
ame Pray'r, > And; as to this. Jatt.is 


depends Olh nhe Pirehor learning. of: ths 


perſon th at prays;;! Mm For, it., he. be One 
gf. choſe. chax chink,Gogis rgov'd, "and; 
a5-it were, chang'd by, our; pray:#s ». and 

ars. us ther, when, we pray 4. #15 o_ 

formableto; riveſe apprebentions, that; he 
Gould d pray. aug hope Get will ;,with 
«ects aid; exprelly, obtain-d by forcs 


of his pray'rs .aifiſt hiny co-pray. | But, 


if OO beja Divine , ſuch; as: anderſtands 
N43 that 


COME ST TY 
"ar Aa $t = at > - 
a dad 


that God has from all Vawatey orderd 
cauſes du Y- Crit 1s, ws good things 
ſhould happen to.the Pf and' is K 
tae 'd by our pray, far Cl be gd D 
© rend&ps v us better, Jecuve 
25 tt were + Lives. becal oe hecek askdy and 
thar 'tis' imperſo@ion 3 in odr prayr , to 
will the determining God.to fit parti-' 
cular graces to ſpecial = \onr nc 
For ſuch a Divine *tis not proper,to s 
pop, pray” rs -but, tobe Pers | 
he can that the action he 
y be refderdthe petfeRelt, "abig 
< reſt to'God 2 

| "IS F-The Preſence of God bes to be 
explicated two Ways : "One; Hignifying 
thathe who prays ought'to |rehembes 
God ſces how he behaves hinifelf in his 
pray't arid other ations: Ariother =— 
that we ſhould think God flands near 
ns. In thefirſt explicitioh, this appre+ 
henfion- is conformable to* thoſt' rhat 
conſider'Gaed” hs converfi ing with" met; 
and eſtimating but” aCtiofis after a 'htis 
mane manner : and; to fuck difconrſes 
tis veryavailable ro o pr ropoſe* ts here 
ſolves this preſence of God.” ' Biit *'td 
thoſe Divines, who apprehend the Sci 
encc-of God i isan cternalkind of thingy. 


all 


Of Prayer. 
all whoſe cffeQs are already commit- 
red to ſecond cauſes, *twill be inconve- 


| niſeiir to propoſe this kind bf 'apprehien: 


ſion: ſince, "their: Scierice will:ſhggeſt 
to them, that this notion of 'Preſence 
has no ſpecial influence on this operati- 


_ on}, otherwiſe then as *tis imperfectly 


apprehended by'us,.or through theſip- 
oſition of ſame fallity coucht under 
ow, dicoarts” 7 7 


s , L 


- $.3: The other explication aſſumes 

Godro be moſt inwardly preſent to all 
things by way of Place , and thercfore 
that he 1s circumfus'd abour the perſon 
that prays, whois in him, asit werein a 


place, Which ſen, as erroneous and 


making God corporecal and diffus'd , is 
ritrerly contrary to Faith and Piery, 'and 
not a jot conducive to the prayers at- 
tention. For, except he apprehend God 
ſceing and regarding us, what is to him 
thatprays where he is * unlefs perhaps 


' 


he” be fo petty and'ilicerate,” that, by 
\ 


this preſence, he imagines God prc- 


pard to look on us, if he turd his eyes, 
Some” traazine God exiting as it were 
mthetr heart 'or foul : and. F believe 
the more intelligent of them will thus 
expound ir , 'to fignifie that God 1e- 

ex nan OR 


MI i pats 


of Prajer. "mY 


[idesin the oul,}25 it W og. \ its Mov 
. by Illuminations and ſpirations, Þ ty 
this explication is reduc'd tot fi 
for, it includes that he ſees What is, | 
in our ſouls; and adds, that 0m 
Author, ol. what is well done. But. this 
imagiwation fuppokes: the foul. to bean 
Grace 4, 0x, at lealt, in.2 diſpoſition'107 
kisd from above * * which thoſe very 
Divines themſelves, for the moſt. Rh 
peolens cannot be known. Then,it Ice 
ot to be the intention. of the prayer; rq 
enquire concerning; what God acts upon 
he ſoul.z bur a, certain preſence whi { 
1ay keep him in reverence and fear.tq 
40 what himſelf intends to fail.” - 
6. 4, Laltly, as ro preQurnerey of rhe 
matter, if they mean nothing elſe bur 2 
deſignation of what they: ſhould imploy 
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fon, who deligns to aſe this kind of pray” 
&r, to.do otherwiſe. But, if its Mean- 
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ſome puins to explicate | ;the martet. » I 
know not Why '£1S not.25 "much 0t.- 
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5 Prayers .callY, When one 
 berakes.hirwlelfr@ retirement fropy che. 
enmult of buſineſs for a good while, to. 
ve pore irongly intent-to Pray's.. _ 
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"F.'3. Abotr Exccucion twe thingy 


ate to be. examina : * VIS. : whit is t0, 
C ; bedone to keep the perlbn'.that prays | 
- from waxing weary , and intermurting 
be. ot laying aſide his pray'sz and again, 
_ whenhe prays,, and is diligent at it, 
wharis to be-obferv/d*that | as far as 
ſtzds with mate imbetillicy, he may -| 
go through with it with greateſt ad- | 
vantage. That pray*'r may-not be-in- | 
E- teriutred or,omitted,' he that is. jea- 
HM ſons of himfeff mnf# cithet make uſe. 
- of, neceſſity. or pleaſure :, fqr, by: theft 
two humane ation is render. laſting: 
And, neceſſity is either cxtertour or. in- 
teriour, Exterionr, when" he obliges 
hinfelf by profeſfing his" exerciſe be- | 
fore others, who may eaſily. know whe= | 
rher he performs them or: 'not :- for, 
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S.1. ey 2 6 PHe ere is no datiger " } 
| A he erirhes va 
rela Vicl's acrity Horkkes pt iQ, 
Pray, s.. 1 muſt have 2; Care to peel : 
ao. Yherein the * firſt thin Is 
hep 7 all the while s that TO Re 
"0 or Yery, little, Req (rr 'No oY, 
ations \ Ro [ eh, procecd rob i Ki 
p_bimſelf_th 6, prays : Ar 
as nk by Ne i, or Bire Mae | 
ſome dual diſpo Hon, ; ;" ariſe, 
ature, whep e Af r 15 "fe 
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vou 
7 th Eantſins, Tai play we 
nor ſtir 1! Jpiritual eos "b y. 
heavy Any  Forporealonez,( andthe! fig 
happens' ometimes through Intempe- 
rance in Meat or Drink J' or; ohthe 
contrary, otherwhiles, the Fanrdſths'a Ke 
agitated with ſo fwikt 7 a motion . + that 
they leave tio room for makitg' # ſolid 


judgmept, or for matureconfideration. 
Di- 


q Of Prayer. 

© | Diſtra&ions / ſpring from habits both 
' | intelleQual andmorat. For, one that 
accuſtomes himſelf: much to ſpeculari- 
ons; eaſily falls into them, ev*n againſt 
his will, and not refleQing thar he's en- 


* ſped in them. - As they alſo* in whor 
7 Whe defires of temporal things 'are not 
x" Fefough mortifi'#*, ecabily * fall "inro 
& thoughts concerning them, - 'For , the 
a, | Siſpolttionof 'the*fenſitive part as _ 
£ | ſets'perfons untwares a thinking when 
et. | they are awake} as dreaming when they 
LY , - 27. Es P17 * 0 ri? t{14 
x | ore aſleep; eſpecially if the will con- 
7 tribute its faulcineſs, too. Laſtly, if «- 
> | ther anycare or pafſion , whoſt occa- 
- 3 2 ; . g# <3 
> | flon is freſh and preffing , affail ; 'tis 
* | hard to carry ona calm and umdiſturb'd 
, pray. p | EY * = 
* | $.2. Remedies, therefore , to theſe 
* | Aiſtradtions areto be ſonght, partly in 
'. | the cauſes, partly in the effect or opera- 


tion it ſelf. The cure of habirual carſes 
is common 3 unleſs, perhaps , among 
the cauſes Tepidity in coming to pray- 


oe. SY 


were, by the thought of the necefſity 

| andprofitof itz explicated above, Ch. 
7. $. 6. The ſanie thought is to be: op- 
'S) fiacſs 


- 


pos'd againſt the hurrics of atuzl bu- 


er bereck'ned : which is kindled as it _ 
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 ſinefs or paſſion. Nature we are not a- 
ble to amend, fave inthe very- operati- 
ons nor isany thingelſe to be done in 
it, but fixing ourthought by extrinſecal 
-objects :. for example, by reading over 
and over the macter ic {elt, if we have it 
in writing, and examining the ſeveral} 
ſentenees , or ev'in words g or ( if. we: 
have a Book that opens and treats the 
matter it ſelf} by (2a on that and 
ſtopping, to ruminate, at the ſeveral pe- 
riodss till either the mind feel it ſelf 
fit for thinking, or the prefixed time be 
ſpent in ſuch exerciſe. | 

6. 3. Twill avail, alſo, diſtracted 
perſons to attempt writing what they 
defire to think, or ev'n to frame by | 
themſclves a diſcourſe ro ſome friend { 

that needs the ſame advice. For, I know 
not how, becauſe our nature is, by our | 
ſenſes and appetite , turn'd to things .| 
without us, thoſe are more acceptable 
to it which it docs with ſuch diretion, 
Bur, they muſt always remember art thej 
end, to apply to themſelves what they 
fend to prepare for others. A 
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7 RMP. 3 
Of Extraordinary Pray'r, or 
 _ that of Exerciles; 


$.1, Þ iXtraordinary pray*r may be 

exercisd two ſeveral ways. 
One, deſigning the pray'r it ſelf, or the 
preſent fruit for the end of the operati- 
ons asS. Francis and 9. Charles Borro- 
44 are reported to have retir'd apart 
for forty daies, to contemplate the Paſ- 
fion of our Lord. Theſe are mov'd by 


| afſpirit above all preſcriptions and have 


a guide of their own. Others chuſe a 
dfſcontinu'd ſolitude , to look into-and 
amend themſelves. Let us firſt look in- 
to the matter it ſelf, and then a judg- 
ment may be given more diſcreetly of 


$. 2. And, as for the thing, it ſeems 


WF tobe a certain Method, how-God mey 


F be conſulted in difficult affairs , and of - 


very great moment. An exccllent de- 


ſign, indeed. Bur, to coxſult God is dif- 


terently underſtogd , according to. the- 
O2 divers 
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Of: Prayer. 
divers ſorts of Piety, For, by ſome, "tis 
expected that , after their pray'rs atid 
due preparation , God ſhould pur into 
their ſoul akind of immediate anſwer, 
whether by way of ajilgward Oracle on 


by way of Uluminatignzmaking it clear- 
ly be perceiv'd what*is beſt to be done. 


Others endeavour to acquire a certain 
liberty of-cheir ſoul from the opprefli- 
on of piffionsiand' wrong inclinagons 5 


and a certain ſerenity., whereby. they 
may {ce purely the treths on all fides, 
of their aRion, fo far forth as the pre- 


ſent cotiditions of Nature will permit 


. them to be ſeen by them , and is poſh- 


ble. The Exerciſes ; therefore , of the 
former ought to confift of thoſe things 
which areeſteem'd conducing to impe- 


rration : of the later, onthe contrary, 
thoſe which purge the ſoul from path-. 
on, and render 1t govertable by reaſon, - 


"$.3. The Exerciſcs of the former 
muſt be compos'd of theſe following 
Conſiderations, Firſt of his fins, both 
actual and habitual, or inclinations and 
facilities. to ſin; by which he-is' ren- 
dcr'd vile and uiworthy to receive any 
fxvour ſfrom God. Secondly, how from 
hH1s own Nature, he has nothing but as 
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fvirs the nothingneſs be is madeof }: a 


continual tendance to defeR and illzand 
from God alone, a proficiency or incli- 
nation towards good. Thirdly ,. how 
the Contingency of nataral things is fo 
great, thar;by his own Science and Pro- 
vidence, hes not able to bring any as 
ion, little or great, to the end he pre- 
fixes ro himfelf : burin all, and every 
one patticularly,he depends on Chance 
and Fortune, that is, (io Chriſtian lan- 
guage) on the Divine Providence 3nd 
Goodneſs, Fourthly ,' of the goodneſs 
and mercy of God z which is fo con- 
ſpicuous 'in all, eſpecially humane 
works, that there's none in whom 1t 
may not ſtir hope , and confidencaatn, 
recourſe to his help. Fiftly , of the me> 
diation of Chrift and Interceſſions of 
the Saintsy which mightily confirm our. 
hope. Sixthly, of the eminency of the 
End of humane nature, or Eternal Bea- 
titudez to which wearc born. Seventh-_ 
ly, of the miſery of thoſe who fall ſhore 

of this End of Nature ; how horrid and' 
intolkerable it is. Eightly , of Death, 


how it fevers us from all things we are” | 


accuſtom'd to, andtranſmits us to ſuch 


_ as we! know not. Ninthly, how uncer- 
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tain we are of/Gods. Judginent, con- 
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cerming us, and-the event of it to. our 


good or ill; 


-</ 4. When theſe have render'd him 
follictrous concerning the buſineſs - wr 
posd, he muſtdeſcend to himſelf. And, 

firſt, the incertainty. of humane life, in 


common, is ta be confider'd z/ which 'is 


not lotig, and may end every day. Se- 
condly, how many miſerics,and difficul- 
ties, and diſtractions *ris full of.. Third-. 
ly, how ſubje&"tis to fond deſires , and 
BUikieades ſpringing from . them, 
Fourthly, his own particular life is to 
be confider'd, howſubje& to: occaſiang 
of {inning. EFifthly, whether it be rho 
properett, all things conſider'd,that be- 
eng to him , for attaining eternal lite, | 
Sixthly , how it may be amended and 
made better. Seventhly , the buſineſs 
particularly propog'd 1s to be conlt- 
der'ds and fuch a:habit of mind franvd 
from the foregoing Conſiderations, as 
is apt to follow out of their application. 
Kighthly,God is earneſtly to be ſopgtn, 
that. he would vouchſafe ro direct his 
conſultation s that it may beſt ſucceed, 
to his-glory, and rhe profit of the per-, 
{ons own ſaul. Ninthly he muſt aftu m 
E474 | = y 
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ly fall upon:the deliberation it ſelf, and} 
carty it 6n'as far as he can. deny — 
it ſhall clearly appear what Wht;thanks 
are to be given to God.Eleventhly,with 
great conſtancy of mind.a reſolution is 


to be taken; and the mind ſtrengthened 
| toexecutc it. Twelfthly , if the truth 
| ſhall not clearly appear; the conſcience 


is to beexamin'd, whether any unfitting 
affeftion lurk there , which may hinder 
the inward light z and, it any be found, 
theintentionis to be purifi'd. Thirteenth» 


ly, if nothing appears , God is to be 


thanked that the perſon who prays has 
donewhat in him lies, and humbly be- 
ſought that he would” bleſs his endea- 
vours as himſelf knows beſt. 


$. 5. The exerciſes of the later fort 
of men, are to conſiſt of thoſe things, 


which are apt -to ſubje& the ſoul to 
right reaſon. Firſt, the conſideration of 


the Laſt Good, how great and only ſuch . 
it is. Secondly, of the miſery which ac- 


companies the loſs of it, Thirdly, that 
the gaining or loſing ir depends on the 
inſtant of Death , wherein ſuch asthe 
foul is found it ſhall remain for ever 
without any change fave inreceiving:the 
body again ; when, all the change is but 


addi- 


P44 


% 


| 2 RS EDN SLY q ma ba L 
; -< Ie : 
i 
” 
* 
* F ” 
v4 3 
£2 
a3 
. 
* 


of F983. _ 
BS Foun by, that th Teſting het \ ar 


;cnerted regylagly, out of thoſe habjrs which che man 


and that . Neath-bed ' repentatice is very ſuſpitious an 
doubrful, eſpecially if predeſign'd. FIR, that, to hos 
ovod habits , there's-requir'd a+ right Jadentem of 
things of the future and preſent life ; viz;rhat the fature. - 


00 
Selerk meerly inſtrumental ones, and ro be uſed only in 
order to the other. Sixthly, that theſe judgmenits ought 
by praiſe to have been made conſtant, and to haye pur 
on the nature ef a habit, and induc'd it into our ations, 
Seventhily, he turns-himfelf to his own foul , and exa- 
mines what inchnatiens to-remporals he feels in himſelf; 
Eighthly , he confiders the matter to be conſulted on, 
whether i have any affinity with thofe things to which 
hefeels himſelf coodmuck wclin'd; Ninthly, he diſcuſ- 
ſes the thing that is to be done, our .of . its. own proper 
principles. ns he particularly examines his own 
iſe n, leaſt it ſavor of thoſe things ts whiclr he feels 
himſelf inclin'd; and, if he donht,he ſtrives his utmoſt ro 
purge his Concluſion, and judge with a pure affeQion, 
Eleventhly, if he finds nothing to be correfted,he chear- 
tully and hopefully falls ro the execution. 


.$S..6. Theſe Exerciſes may either be. undertaken by 
rſons of themſelyes that have fit Books , or preſcrib*d 
ſome Dire&or ;- and thetime to be ſpent in them be ' 

determin'd ateithers diſcretion. Bur, the end of the Ex- 

erciſes being, to eſtabliſh and render conſtant the mind 
of the ay, thar performs them ; 10 much time is to be 

_— ro the ſeveral parts of the Exerciſe, that there be 

nothing lefc incertain in the precedent, to hander his ad= 

hering ſtrongly to the things that follow ; and this is to, 
give meaſure to the parts. Thar the conſiderations be 

Jarger and more copious, according to the need of rhe 

Exerciſer ; and the Direors Book ought to have a great 

variety, that there may be choice for every one,according 

to his genius and capacity. And, the meaſure of the parts , 

will of it ſelf determine the ſpace neceflary for the whole 

Exerciſe, that the perſon may go off with the expeRed 

ut, ; FINIS, 


m of the 
s areabſoluely ſuch, and ſa to be lov'd » but the i | 
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